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Middlesbrough Council is partnering with White Ribbon to prevent harassment, abuse and violence against women and girls. 
[bookmark: _Hlk237861093]If nobody challenges it, nothing changes 
‘It takes all of us’ 
We have developed a Three-Year Action plan which we hope will drive transformational culture changes across staff, systems and our local communities 
We are asking all staff to make the White Ribbon Promise 
I promise to…. never use, excuse or remain silent about men’s violence against women  CLICK TO MAKE THE WHITE RIBBON PROMISE
 Violence Against Women and Girls (VAWG) is Everyone’s Business It costs the UK £80 billion annually 


Cleveland has one of the highest rates in UK 
VAWG causes severe physical, mental, social and economic harm and impact to individuals, families and society



“If it were between countries, we’d call it a war. If it were a disease, we’d call it an epidemic. If it were an oil spill, we’d call it a disaster. But it is happening to women, and it’s just an everyday affair.” 
– Michael Kauffman, 1991, original White Ribbon Campaign founder 
White Ribbon UK aims to end VAWG by changing attitudes, behaviours and cultures, as well as actively recruiting men and boys as allies/ambassadors and women and girls as champions. It recognises the role everyone can play no matter who we are and how small a change it might seem. It recognises that responsibility for ending VAWG needs to be shared across society rather than placed solely on those who have experienced it.  We are making VAWG a priority across every department in Middlesbrough Council and will be launching campaigns, training, initiatives and events to embed this. 
We are also actively recruiting ambassadors and champions across Middlesbrough.Register as an ambassador or champion here
Contact whiteribbon@middlesbrough.gov.uk to learn more or express interest in becoming involved in our accreditation efforts
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